
Supporting Your Child’s Early Literacy

● Use pure sounds for blending and spelling.

● Teach the alphabet! Children need to know the
names of the letters. But remember, always stick to pure
sounds when reading and spelling.

Set 1 and Set 2 Sounds
Set 1 sounds in grey - initial sounds and some special friends

Set 2 sounds in white - special friends (vowel sounds)

Digraphs - 2 graphemes together. The children call these special
friends.



Forming letters correctly

The children refer to these ‘rhymes’ consistently when forming letters correctly. Use
them at home to support your child’s emerging handwriting.

Remembering Set 2 Sounds



RedWords

We cannot ‘sound out’ some words. In English, there are lots of exceptions to

our phonic patterns. These common words are called Red Words. Children

quickly learn to recognise these and use strategies such as Look, cover, write,

check to learn them. Children work through each set of Red Words at their

own pace. Helping your child to learn these will be extremely useful.



Set 3 Sounds

Note how the focus now shifts to understanding there are multiple choices for
representing a sound. Set 1 and Set 2 are regularly revised. Set 3 sounds are
used for reading and word building more complex words.

You can use the sound charts for both Set 1 and 2, and Set 3 to
support independent reading and writing at home.



Remembering Set 3 Sounds



Resources to help with teaching sounds:

Videos to show pronunciation of pure sounds when learning Set 1 initial sounds:
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book/read-write-inc-phonics--1/phonics-pure-so
unds-video

Scroll down for practice sheets for Set 1, 2 and 3 sounds:
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/

Which sounds should my child learn?
All children need revision of all sounds. But children are currently grouped as follows:

Group Leader: Sounds to Learn:

Mrs Stevens Set 1 (first 16 sounds)

Miss Davies Set 1 (all 26 sounds)

Mrs Jones Set 2

Mrs Woodward Set 3 (first 14 sounds)

Mrs Jarman-Davies Set 3 (all 24 sounds)

What else can I do to help?
● Practise reading sounds, blending together.
● Practise writing sounds, building words using Fred Talk.
● Read to your child every day. Enjoy stories and develop a love of literature.
● Practise your child’s home/school reading book every day. These are

banded to match your child’s phonic development.

Useful Links
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/
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